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The Anarchist Cookbook will shock, it will disturb, it will provoke. It places in historical perspective

an era when "Turn on, Burn down, Blow up" are revolutionary slogans of the day. Says the author"

"This book... is not written for the members of fringe political groups, such as the Weatherman, or

The Minutemen. Those radical groups don't need this book. They already know everything that's in

here. If the real people of America, the silent majority, are going to survive, they must educate

themselves. That is the purpose of this book." In what the author considers a survival guide, there is

explicit information on the uses and effects of drugs, ranging from pot to heroin to peanuts. There i

detailed advice concerning electronics, sabotage, and surveillance, with data on everything from

bugs to scramblers. There is a comprehensive chapter on natural, non-lethal, and lethal weapons,

running the gamut from cattle prods to sub-machine guns to bows and arrows. The section on

explosives and booby traps ranges from TNT to whistle traps. One hundred and eleven drawings

supplement the recipes. "This book is for anarchists," says William Powell, "Those who feel able to

discipline themselves on all the subjects from drugs, to weapons, to explosives) that are currently

illegal in this country." Techniques, disciplines, precautions, and warnings pervade what may be the

most disquieting "how-to" book of contemporary times.
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I used to own a copy of this book back in the 70s and I remembered it as being some dark, secret



handbook of recipes and anarchy.Somewhere over the years I lost my copy and had totally

forgotten about it.But at a recent gun show I saw copies for sale and being at the age where I am

starting to get nostalgic for what I consider a "better time" (meaning the 70s and 80s), I picked up a

copy to recapture some lost youth I suppose.Oh my... how 30 years can change ones

perception.This book is interesting to read for its historical snapshot of late 60's drug induced hippy

era idealism and anti-establishment rebellion, but otherwise THIS IS PRETTY DARNED FUNNY

!!!!As a degreed Chemist myself, I will say that maybe 30% of the formulas will actually work IF (and

I stress IF) you don't kill yourself first because of the inherent dangers and lack of safety

instructions. The other 70% of the formulas are pretty much rubbish.As for the drawings and

schematics for booby trap devices they are less detailed and about as useful as the pictures you

see Wiley Coyote reading on a Road Runner cartoon.Finally the forward by Peter Bergmann is so

off the mark and now proven wrong by history that it dates the book horribly -- but as I said earlier

also makes it a fun "snapshot of late 60s- early 70s" mentality among the youth culture.It's a cute

little relic and piece of "dark literature" from a simpler more innocent time in America --- but for those

of you truly seeking to form your own world order, overthrow the government and let Anarchy run

wild, you may want to look elsewhere for your motivation and education.
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